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American ancestors for a 
blessedly quiet storm 
season! 
Saturday, Dec. 9 is our 
annual Christmas Dinner 
Dance, the most 
“formal” event of the 
season. 
Sunday, Dec. 10 marks 
the eagerly-anticipated 
Holiday Cookie Ex-
change, to be held in the 
clubhouse. 
Monday and Tuesday, 
Dec. 11/12 we continue 
the Adopt-a-Family 
shopping and wrapping 
that make such a differ-
ence in so many chil-
dren’s lives here in Sara-
sota County. 
Saturday, Dec. 16 marks 
our annual Holiday Golf 
Cart Parade, which 
showcases the creative 
talents of many of our 
TW residents. This year, 
everyone will be invited 
back to the clubhouse 
after the parade for a 
special music program.  
I’ve invited a talented  
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young baritone to join me 
as we present solos and 
duets made popular by 
Josh Groban in his “Noel” 
recording. The 
program will include  
some sing-a-long carols  
and last about 30 minutes 
– followed by some tasty 
treats! 
Sunday, Dec. 24 brings 
our annual Luminary Dis-
play throughout our com-
munity – a true feast 
for the eyes! 
Monday, Dec. 25 at 2:00 a 
delicious Christmas Day 
Dinner will be held in the 
clubhouse (reservations 
required). 
Sunday, Dec. 31 we say 
goodbye to 2023 with a 
fun-filled New Year’s Eve 
Dance. 
As you can see, there are 
MANY ways to enjoy the 
holiday season here in our 
TW community.  Willing 
to drive a little farther, 
check out what’s  

(Continued on Page 2) 

In November, we recog-
nized nearly 50 Tange-
rine Woods veterans 
who were able to attend 
our annual Veterans 
Day Celebration. I have 
been honored to serve 
as master of ceremo-
nies/emcee for this 
deeply emotional day 
for 2021 and 2023 (we 
were unable to hold the 
event on 2022 because 
of the damage to 
our clubhouse from 
Hurricane Ian) and as I 
said then, I truly believe 
this event is a highlight 
of our year. These fine 
men and women in our 
community deserve our 
heartfelt respect and 
admiration for their ser-
vice to our country. Sin-
cere thanks for the 
many hands that made 
this special event a real-
ity! 
I recently got a copy of 
the master calendar of 
all the events being held 
here in TW during the 
month of December – 
here’s a quick rundown 
of what to look forward 
to! 
Friday, Dec. 8 we’ll head 
down to Indian Mound 
Park to show our appre-
ciation to our Native  

 

Pete’s Ponderings By Peter Sims, President of TWERC 
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TW ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PETE’S PONDERINGS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

happening in Venice and Sarasota.  
Please encourage our new owners to participate in 
some or all of the above named activities. And I’m 
not even mentioning all the events that occur out-
side of the park – Dearborn Street is becoming quite 
the hub of activity these days and if you’re like many 
of us, one reason I chose this area of Florida for my 
retirement (besides fabulous weather, beaches, etc., 
etc.!) is the plethora of activities available to enjoy 
throughout the season. Just last year a group of us 
parked our folding chairs near the Circus Bridge in 
Venice to enjoy their annual Holiday Boat Parade – 
much fun! Be sure to share your fun-filled activities 
with each other – ‘tis the season for sharing, after 
all! 

 
ADOPT-A-FAMILY 

LeeAnn Magner 

For many years the Adopt-A-Family charity 

has been a part of our community culture. It 

began as an idea of one of our original resi-

dents, Peg Totman. She, along with the Sara-

sota Sheriffs Department formed this wonder-

ful program to outfit deserving Englewood 

youngsters at Christmas. This charity also 

outfits the other children in those families 

and provides a Christmas dinner. These chil-

dren are good students whose deportment and  

grades are exemplary but they come from 

families that need a bit of help. Our communi-

ty has been very generous since the beginning 

of this program. Our contribution has grown 

every year and with your open hearts, it can 

continue that tradition. While most of the 

children in our lives want toys and electronics 

under their Christmas trees every year, these 

kids are happy to unwrap socks, underwear, 

and new shoes and jackets.  So, dig deep and 

when your generous spirit is looking for some 

way to make someone happy, remember this 

Tangerine Woods Charity. Robin 

Mikota, Barbara Badowski, Mar-

cia McElroy and Jane War-

burton will be happy to accept 

any size donation. God Bless You, Everyone! 

SO, YOU THINK YOU KNOW THE 
RULES OF THE ROAD 

LeeAnn Magner 
The very first (and unwritten) rule is courtesy. 
Rudeness is always wrong but on the road it is dan-
gerous. Once you have mastered this first rule the 
rest should be easy. Remember that slower traffic 
should travel in the right lane and always use your 
turn signal to change lanes and to make turns. The 
speed limit is not a suggestion it is one of the basic 
rules.  Most of these are common sense but there are 
some rules that are often misunderstood. For in-
stance, in Florida cars may turn right on a red light. 
Sounds simple, right? Not so! You may turn right 
on red ONLY after you have stopped to observe the 
red light. If you are making a right turn on a yellow 
blinking arrow, remember, you do NOT have the 
right-of-way. Turn with caution. Then there are the 
dreaded left hand turns. Did you know that as older 
drivers, we are most likely to have an accident when 
making a left turn? Unfortunately, that is statistical-
ly correct. An often experienced scenario here in 
Englewood is making a left turn from 776 onto 
Dearborn. Oftentimes, the oncoming traffic in their 
right lane (those making a right on red) don’t realize 
that those making that left turn with a green arrow 
have the right-of-way.  
One of TW’s biggest and most dangerous driving 
situations is exiting our community to the left. Yes, 
there is a median (or turn) lane that we may use. 
The problem is that courtesy demands that only 
ONE car occupy that turn lane at a time. If  a second 
car pulls behind the first, it inhibits the ability of the 
first driver to see in all directions. That is dangerous 
and has caused problems forever. Yes, it’s aggravat-
ing and demands patience but most of us are retired. 
Plan to leave a bit earlier for appointments so you 
don’t put yourself into a position that demands that 
you rush. Remember the first rule.  
Some residents in TW are not aware that when exit-
ing our community that the drivers on the highway 
(776) have the right of way. Also, if turning left,  
the median is not a driving lane. So, if there are cars 
in the lane you are trying to get into, stop and wait 
for an appropriate gap in traffic. There are lines on 
the roads for a reason. But that is a whole other col-
umn. It is explained in depth at https://
www.aarp.org/auto/driver-safety/pavement-
markings-explained/. It is important to know what 
the pavement markings mean. So, do yourself and 
your fellow drivers a favor and check it out. Finally, 
but not completely, try to remember that we are no 
longer in the best shape of our lives. Our reaction 
time is not as great and our senses are not as sharp.  
Drive as if your grandchild was in the back seat. 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

1.Rod DeGraw 
3.Sharon Regiec, Glenn Jette,  
Les Walters 
5.Ilona Cutsinger 
6.Bill Frey, Nancy Rushlow Jr. 
7.Karl Spandau 
10.Bert Noyes 
11.Bruce Tyroll, Cindy Klein-
schmit 
13.Bev Rayner 
14.Judy Roberts 
18.Donna Riley 
17.Dick Hamilton 
20.Bonnie Freas, Linda Friede, 
James Carrey, Bonnie Busch 
21.Don Freiburger 
23.Roberta DeCoste 
25.Oscar Keuker 
26.Angela Kellner, Tammy 
Young-Risher 
27.Dave Sabo, Paul Hibbard 
28.Cathy Furimsky,  
29.Mary Maloney 
31.Karl Mortensen,  
Tammy Riegsecke 
 

MEMOIRS  
WRITING GROUP 

Celia Connolly 
Join us on Tuesday December 
5 at 10am in the card room at 
the clubhouse.  
Make a short list of some im-
portant things that have hap-
pened in your life, events that 
have occurred, interesting peo-
ple you have known or whatev-
er subject interests you. 
Pick one and write about it. 
Come to read it or listen to oth-
ers. Your stories are important 
to write! 
We meet every Tuesday. 
Questions - please call 941-
474-2929. 
 

DECEMBER  
ANNIVERSARIES 

30. Liz and Bob Summers 
 

 

 

New Residents: 
Kevin Nelson & Helen Shaw 
875 Cascade Court 

Sharon Bolen   -   August 17 
Mary Lou Hodgkins - October 
12 
Brownie (Ronald) Brown - 
October 23 
 
ARTISTS AND CRAFTS-

MEN AND THOSE 
WHO WANT TO BE 

                Jim Connolly 
If you didn’t attend the first meet-
ing of the  new arts and craftsmen 
group call Jim Connolly and get 
the latest updates on future gath-
erings. The group will meet in the 
Arts and Crafts room (also called 
the Ceramic Room) and is spon-
sored by TWERC. 
If you are interested in working in 
any medium, including pencil 
sketching, painting in water, acryl-
ic, scratch board or craft, whatev-
er to be creative. Hopefully a pro-
gram will develop, providing ex-
posure to other people’s work, 
demonstrations, learning and the 
teaching of new techniques. 
Come with your ideas and, if 
available, one of your works of 
art. Call Jim at 941-474-2929. 
 

CHRISTMAS AFTER-
NOON BUFFET 

Join us at our TW Clubhouse! 
This event is Sponsored by 
TWERC on Monday,  
December 25th at 2 PM 

All are invited! 
Come, join your TW family for 
Holiday fellowship on this special 
day of the year. 
Tickets will be available before 

coffee on Satur-
day, December, 
9th and Satur-
day, December 
16th. 
Residents are 
admitted FREE 
but 

additional guests will be charged 
$5.00 per  person. 
A signup sheet will be available 
soon for suggestions on what to 
bring for your dish to share. 
Please contact: Colleen Walker or 
Celia Connolly with questions; 
both are in the directory. 
 

NAME BADGES 
Shirley Okelly 

How to order your Magnetic 
 Name Badges 

Contact:    Shirley Okelly 
                 875 Fawn Spring Ct. 
                 435-260-9035 
Cost:         $9.00 (prefer cash) 
Orders will be placed twice a month dur-
ing season. Badge will be delivered to you.  
 

                       YOUR NAME  
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TW BOOK CLUB 

Our TW Book Club schedule is as 
follows: 
November 30th -- The Personal 
Librarian by Marie Benedict 
December 21st -- Mad Honey by 
Jodi Picoult 
January 18th  ---- Lessons in Chem-
istry by Bonnie Garmus. We will 
meet on the above Thursdays at 
3:00 pm in the Clubhouse card-
room.  All book lovers are wel-
come! Copies of  November's 
book have been placed in our TW 
library.  Unfortunately, there are 
no library book bags for Mad 
Honey and Lessons in Chemistry, so 
reserve your copies early at Elsie 
Quirk Library. These books are 
very popular. REMEMBER TO 
BRING TREATS FOR OUR 
DECEMBER MEETING. Call 
Audre if  you have any questions 
at 612-209-1547.   
.   
Indian Mound Gratitude 

Gathering Dec 8 
Steph Hedrick 

 

Small Disclaimer: I have learned 
something at TW, if you care 
about something, you OWN it. I 
really do not have room on my 
plate to own the Indian Mound 
Gathering, but will offer this in 
hope that someone will take on 
this event for our Fall Gathering 
at Indian Mound. 
What we need is a couple of 
people with good strong voic-
es to read the legend of how 
and why this area became 
known as Protected by the An-
cestors. I will bring copies of it. 
Bring a chair, drums, guitar, 
shakers etc.,and join in a circle 
on Friday December 8th at 
9:30am. 
That date is on the calendar but 
if it interferes with other events, 
an alternative date can be decid-
ed at a future Saturday morning 
Coffee. Perhaps a better date 
can be chosen to allow residents 
who want to participate to do so. 

TW ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIKI FRIDAY 
Mike & Charlene Gineo 

Everyone, get ready for our first 
TIKI Friday of the season 
(January 12th) from 2:00-6:00 by 
the pool and lanai. You can relax, 
eat good food, dance to the great 
TW Sunshine Band and socialize 
with your neighbors! 
The ticket price will be announced 
in the January Topics. Don't for-
get to bring extra money for 
50/50 and also BYOB! Mark your 
calendars for the future 
Tiki Fridays: February 23  
and March 22! 
 

 
LET THE HORSE-

SHOES BEGIN! 
John O’Neil 

The 2024 Horseshoe season will 
start in early January and continue 
into March. We play every Mon-
day. The TW Horseshoe League is 
comprised of two-person 
teams created by a points-based 
rating system; men and women of 
all skill levels are welcome. All 
TW residents and renters are in-
vited to join. If you are not able to 
commit to every Monday but en-
joy playing, we need substitutes. 
Playing Horseshoes is a good way 
to meet your neighbors and have 
fun. Signup sheets are posted in 
the Clubhouse Game Room or 
contact John O’Neil, Barry 
Gottschall, or Kevin Parker.  

 
Annual Cookie Exchange 

Melissa Cherry 
This year’s cookie exchange will 

be held in the TW CLUBHOUSE 
Sunday Dec 10  at 1pm. 

Bake a batch or two of your fa-
vorite family holiday Cookies, 

Cakes, Candies, or Breads. 
Hors d’oeuvres and Spirits will be 

served.    
Tickets will be sold at coffee  

Nov 25 and Dec. 2.  
Cost $3 per person. 

Any questions please contact 
Melissa Cherry  815-592-2044 

"NUTCRACKER SUITE" 
Christmas Dinner Dance 

               December 9, 2023   
               5:00 pm - 9:30 pm 
Join us for our Christmas Dinner 
Dance to be held on Saturday, De-
cember 9, 2023. We hope you 
bought tickets for this festive event. 
The cost is $35 per person. Meal 
choices are 1) Porchetta (stuffed 
pork roll, or 2) Chicken Cordon 
Bleu. Meals include Salad, Parsley 
Red Potatoes, Peas with Mushrooms, 
and Strawberry Trifle for des-
sert.  Dinner will be served at 
5:15.  Dancing with music provided 
by "Twice as Nice" begins at 
6:30.  Let's get festive and dress up 
for our holiday din-
ner dance!! 

Your Christmas  
Dinner Dance  
Committee: 

John & Kathy Fliess 
262-237-0215 

Barry & Pat Gott-
shall  703-346-1173 

 

 

NEW YEAR'S EVE  
CELEBRATION 

Kathy Fliess 
We will be bringing in the New 
Year on Sunday, 12/31/23 at 
our Community Center. 
Tickets will go on sale before 
Saturday morning coffee on De-
cember 16th and December 
23rd. 
Cost of tickets will be $15. We 
will be having a Potluck Dinner 
for those wishing to partake. 
Dinner will start at 5:15. Music 
by DJ Lee Hale will be provided 
for our dining and dancing 
pleasure from 5:30 to 9:30 P.M. 
Most folks enjoy sprucing up in 
fancy attire for the occasion. 
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WINTER SOLSTICE  
AROUND THE WORLD 

Virginia Drew 
Winter solstice, a celestial event marking the shortest 
day of the year, is celebrated across various cultures 
with unique and rich traditions. From the ancient 
Norse rituals of Scandinavia to the vibrant festivities 
in Peru, each celebration reflects the cultural heritage 
and historical evolution of its peoples’ response to this 
astronomical occurrence. These festivals, varying from 
solemn rituals to joyous gatherings, not only symbolize 
the triumph of light over darkness but also the human 
connection to the natural rhythms of the earth. In this 
article we will explore the diverse 
and fascinating ways in which different countries 
around the world honor the winter solstice, 
each adding their own distinctive flavor to this univer-
sal celebration. 
In Scandinavia and other Germanic regions, the Yule 
celebration is deeply rooted in ancient Norse tradi-
tions. Yule, extending from late December into Janu-
ary, is characterized by the burning of a specially cho-
sen Yule log, a tradition meant to bring light and 
warmth during the darkest days. Homes are often dec-
orated with evergreens, symbolizing eternal life, and 
families gather to feast, exchange gifts, and sometimes 
engage in traditional folk dancing. 
The Dongzhi Festival in China, comparable in signifi-
cance to the Chinese New Year, is a time for families 
to come together and celebrate the increasing daylight 
and positive energy. Eating tangyuan, which symboliz-
es reunion and completeness, is a central tradition. In 
some regions, the festival also includes eating warming 
foods like mutton or dog meat, believed to increase 
the body’s warmth. 
Peru’s Inti Raymi, once a religious ceremony of the 
Inca Empire honoring the sun god Inti, is now a cul-
tural festival celebrated on June 24th with historical 
reenactments, featuring vibrant costumes and tradi-
tional Andean music. The festivities, particularly grand 
in Cusco, include actors portraying ancient Inca rituals 
and offering tributes to the sun. 
In Japan, the winter solstice, or Toji, is observed 
through customs believed to bring health and fortune. 
The practice of taking a yuzu bath, where hot water is 
infused with yuzu fruits, is said to ward off colds and 
improve skin health. Eating kabocha, a type of squash,  

 

 

is another tradition, associated with good  health  and 
fortune. 
Saint Lucia Day in Sweden, celebrated on December 
13th, is a festival of light in honor of Saint 
Lucia, a Christian martyr. The day features processions 
of young girls dressed in white gowns, with the girl rep-
resenting Lucia wearing a crown of candles. This tradi-
tion symbolizes bringing light into the darkest time of 
the year, with families gathering to sing traditional songs 
and enjoy festive foods like saffron buns and ginger 
snaps. 
The ancient Roman festival Saturnalia, held in mid-
December, was a time of merrymaking and 
social inversion. It involved lavish feasts, the exchange 
of gifts, and the temporary suspension of 
social norms, where slaves would be served by their 
masters. This festival deeply influenced 
later Christmas traditions, including the practice of gift-
giving. 
Shab-e Yalda in Iran is celebrated on the longest night 
of the year. Families gather to enjoy each others compa-
ny, feast on nuts, pomegranates, and watermelon, and 
read poetry, especially by the beloved Persian poet 
Hafez. The fruits, particularly watermelons and pome-
granates, are symbolic, representing the sun with their 
bright colors. 
Among the Hopi and Zuni peoples of North America, 
Soyal is a ceremonial period marking the winter solstice. 
It involves various rituals and prayers to welcome back 
the sun and ensure a good harvest. Kachinas, represent-
ing the spirits, play a significant role in these ceremonies, 
which are often private and deeply spiritual. 
Lohri, celebrated in the Punjab region of India, is a joy-
ous festival marking the end of winter and the onset of 
the harvest season. Bonfires are lit to honor the Sun god 
and the fire god, Agni. People gather around these fires, 
throwing sweets, puffed rice, and popcorn into the 
flames, and engage in folk dances, reflecting the region’s 
rich cultural heritage. 
Finally, Christmas, celebrated in various countries world-
wide, is a blend of Christian religious observance and 
age-old winter solstice traditions. While it primarily com-
memorates the birth of Jesus Christ, many Christmas 
customs, such as decorating evergreen trees and feasting, 
have their origins in pagan solstice festivities. Each cul-
ture adds its unique flavor to the celebration,  

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

WINTER SOLSTICE  
AROUND THE WORLD 

making it a diverse and globally recognized 
event. 
The winter solstice, with its deep astronomical 
and cultural significance, brings forth a tapes-
try of celebrations across the globe, each rich 
in symbolism and tradition. These festivals not 
only mark the turning of the solar calendar but 
also embody the enduring human spirit and its 
connection to nature. 
They weave together ancient rituals, spiritual 
beliefs, and communal bonds, showcasing the 
diversity of human expression and the shared 
joy in the return of longer 
days. These celebrations re-
mind us of our shared herit-
age and the universal rhythms 
that guide our lives, trans-
cending geographical and cul-
tural boundaries. 
 

 
YELLOW CAKE WITH  
MANDARIN ORANGE  

Liz Summers 
1 box yellow cake mix 
1 can mandarin oranges 11oz with liquid 
4 eggs  
1⁄2 Cup sour cream 
Beat well. Pour in well greased 9x13 baking 
dish. Bake 350 degrees for 28-30 minutes or 
until cake springs back. Cool to room tempera-
ture before icing. 

ICING 
1 pkg instant vanilla pudding  
1 can crushed pineapple in own juices do not 
drain 
1 8oz tub of Cool Whip  
Whip together and ice cake. Refrigerate cov-
ered at least 4 hours or over night. 
Cake will last up to 2 weeks covered in the re-
frigerator. 

For no sugar added version: 
Pillsbury no sugar Yellow cake mix with Splen-
da 
Delmonte no sugar Mandarin Oranges 
No Sugar Instant Vanilla Pudding 
Light Cool Whip 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 
LeeAnn Magner 
Geoffrey and Linda Card are 
originally from across the pond 
in England. They moved to the 
U.S. in 1989 and called Minne-
sota home until 2013 when 

they moved to our neighbor city, Venice. This 
year, because Linda developed a serious ill-
ness their lives changed considerably. Finding 
good and appropriate healthcare was a chal-
lenge. After various health care failures and  
disappointing experiences with the local health 
care industry, Linda is happily in recovery. 
Originally, they thought that assisted living was 
the best choice for the future but that soon dis-
appointed. They decided to look for communi-
ties that offered the kind of lifestyle that we en-
joy in TW. After much research and cruising 
through the many neighborhoods, they chose 
to buy in our community. The Killians had just 
put their Seabrooke Court rental property up 
for sale and it was as if the stars aligned.  
The Cards love the ambiance, friendliness, ac-
tivities, and especially the pool. The most im-
portant feature of TW is that the properties are 
freehold. They are enthusiastic about the op-
portunities for social activity and plan to be 
more active and involved as they settle in. 
Geoffrey was an entrepreneur. He began an 
acrylic window manufacturing business in 1989 
when that industry was in its infancy. The busi-
ness took off and he traveled the world ex-
panding and growing. He originally employed 
only 4 employees and when he finally retired 
employed seven hundred. Linda worked in an 
office and childcare among other pursuits.  
Geoffrey is a Corvette enthusiast. He is one of 
the organizers of the Venice Car Show that 
takes place every year. This last year they had 
176 entrants, with eight classes and models 
ranging from 1953 to the present. It is a very 
popular event that is held in the large parking 
lot on Miami Avenue in Venice. Geoffrey says 
the location, the restaurants, the availability of 
bathrooms and of course, the cars bring the 
large crowds. 
They are a delightful and engaging couple and 
they will be a very definite great addition to our 
community. 
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balls rather than shattering like other materi-
als. 
I grew up along the northeast coast of the 
USA, used to hills and mountains.  
Our peninsula has a thin sandy soil on porous 
limestone on top of bedrock known as the 
Florida Platform. Just before the age of dino-
saurs, our bedrock split from the African plate 
as Pangea split up. The geology of Florida 
sounds a bit dull, but earthquakes are nearly 
unheard of here. 
Fossils too are found in Florida. While canoe-
ing the lower Myakka River a couple years 
ago, I found fossilized mammal bones along 
the bank. They just look like smooth black 
stones but too oddly shaped, like a section of 
rib. Agatized seashells and other fossils are 
also local to us. During construction activities 
in Tampa Bay a large amount of agatized cor-
al was found. It became Florida’s designated 
State Rock. Perhaps a meteorite? You never 
know. Hopefully, no asteroids. 
 

PREPARE TO LAUNCH! 
Bert Noyes 

Welcome to our tenth season of TW Kayaking. We 
are in the process of scheduling dates for 
January through April and will finalize them as soon 
as possible. Our Kayaking program is 
designed so that all of us over-55ers can definitely 
participate and enjoy. We use very stable 
sit-on-top kayaks (easy to get on and off), the water 
is warm and shallow (mostly), and the 
fellowship is outstanding. In true Tangerine Woods 
fashion, we help each other. 
A Safety and Instruction Class is offered for those 
who want to learn to kayak or for those 
who just want to refresh their skills. We travel to a 
different site for each excursion, leaving the 
Clubhouse at 1:00 for two hours of fun on the wa-
ter, sometimes followed by eating out 
together. Last season, TW paddlers cruised Little 
Sarasota Bay, Nokomis to Snake Island (NO 
SNAKES!) and the Intercoastal Waterway to the 
canals of Boca Grande. A Full Moon Paddle to 
Midnight Pass was another of our highlights. 
Complete details regarding schedule, costs and desti-
nations will soon be provided. All residents of Tan-
gerine Woods are warmly welcomed. If you have 
any questions, please contact: 
Bert or Debby Noyes or Diane Laderoute. 
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ANIMAL, VEGETABLE OR MINERAL 

By Donald Steele 
Correction: Last issue I stated that 
I was beginning my second year 
writing this column. Not 
only was it my third year, but it 
was already the second column of 
the year. Time flies. I struggle to 
come up with new and hopefully 
interesting topics involving na-

ture’s wonders here in TW and I hope for your 
suggestions. 
To broaden the subjects I write about, the defini-
tion of the term “nature” must also broaden. I 
cover animals and vegetation, how about miner-
als? The geology of Florida is certainly unique 
among our United States. For the most part we 
have only limestone and other forms of calcium 
carbonate such as seashells here in the south-
ern peninsula. It may be unfortunate that we al-
so have the largest deposits of phosphate in the 
country, mined and used as fertilizer, or mis-
used depending on your environmental view-
point. 
Sand? I would have expected our beaches to be 
made from our local rocks. This quote is from a 
Florida DEP website: “During the later part of 
the Cenozoic Era, quartz sand and 
clays were transported to Florida, via rivers and 
marine currents, from the Appalachian Mountain 
belt as it eroded over millions of years.”  That is 
why our sand is largely quartz. If you ever visit-
ed the beaches of Cancun, not that far away as 
the seagull flies, you may have noticed that 
the sand is different. It’s made of ground lime-
stone. It stays cool in the hot sun and feels light-
er and it really sticks to you. A sample is dis-
played in our living room. As a kid my folks 
drove to Florida in winter to visit my grandpar-
ents who retired to St. Pete, 1937. I learned 
about coquina, a conglomerate of seashells with 
some quartz sand that has been used as a 
building stone and for ornamental roadside boul-
ders. Castillo de San Marco (aka: the fort in St. 
Augustine) was built in the late 1600s and the 
Spanish used the only material available, coqui-
na, to build it. It turned out to be a perfect mate-
rial because it absorbed cannon  
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LAZY DAZE 
John Yannaci 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 
I hope all is well with everyone and it is so nice see-
ing our seasonal families return, as well as all the 
new families, we welcome you with open arms and 
look forward to working with you! 
I will now attempt to introduce a few more of our 
Lazy Daze/Dazies crews. The Pepper tree crew is 
lead by Mike LaPalme. He and his crew try to main-
tain one of the most aggressive and wide spread 
invasive plants in Florida! The Brazilian Peppertree 
plant is in the same family as poison ivy and poison 
oak and some people are allergic to this, so, when 
trying to eradicate this plant, it can be hazardous to 
work around. Kudos to Mike and crew to continue 
this tough job.  Outside Perimeter is headed up by 
Ron Cain.  Can you imagine the job this crew has 
maintaining the perimeter of our 114 acre commu-
nity? Ron and his crew cut trees, trim bushes, clean 
property and try to stay ahead of the ever growing 
weeds. This is a thankless job, and I applaud them 
for their endless attempt at keeping our property 
pristine! 
Our Landscaping crew is lead by Glenn Dehli 
and Bob Walker. They have the daily job of 
maintaining our plants, trees, shrubs and general 
appearance of our common areas. Starting at the 
entrance of our community you can see the fruits of 
their labor by the colorful plants and neatly 
trimmed palms and bushes. This is another exam-
ple of the thankless job that saves our community 
money throughout the year. 
I have one more person to recognize this month 
and that is George Ruiz! George has taken on the 
duties of maintaining our recreation areas which 
include, tennis courts, bocce courts, shuffleboard 
courts and horseshoe pits! He is there everyday 
and I personally feel guilty walking in the horse-
shoe pit area because it is immaculate! Thank you 
for your hard work and dedication, George. 
So, to end this month I would just say whenever 
you see these guys/gals out and about, take a mi-
nute to stop and thank them for all they do. 
Until next time, be safe and stay healthy. 
 
 

TW ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TWERC ELECTION 
by Marcia Kiestlinger, Election Chairperson 

Hi Everyone!  
Just a reminder that the TWERC elec-
tion is January 13, 2024. You can 
vote from 8-9am and after coffee is 
over for an hour. 

Positions for this election are President, Treas-
urer and Director (2years). The signup sheet 
will be posted December1, 2023 on the bulletin 
board outside the office. Results will be posted 
on the TWERC Board outside the clubhouse. 
Any concerns or questions, please call me 
(Marcia Kiestlinger) at 603-505-6422. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MEALS 
 PERSONALLY DELIVERED  

Englewood Methodist Church is serving Christ-
mas Day turkey dinner for the community. TW 
residents who are unable to pick up a meal, 
please call Jacque Cottingham 941-473-2039 
for personal delivery to your home. A donation 
to the church will be appreciated but not re-
quired.  
 

 
TW QUILT CLUB 

Colleen Walker 
The TW Quilt Club has made a 
lovely quilt to raffle off on March 
2nd, 2024.  

This year’s theme is:  
“OH MY STARS.” 

The fabrics are very colorful and 
our 2024 quilt serves as a reminder of this 
Country, and the freedoms we share. Most of 
our club members had a hand in design and 
creation of this lovely quilt.  
Raffle tickets are $1. each or 6 for $5. and will 
be available beginning January 1st and are 
available from any Quilt Club member. Tickets 
will also be sold at various times/events in TW, 
including Saturday morning coffee gatherings. 
Please remember to get your ticket(s). All pro-
ceeds go to TWERC. 
A special thank you to all involved in making 
this quilt and to those who purchase tickets.  

Please feel free to contact me @ 315-935-
5972 or any quilt club member if you have any 

questions. 
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TW RINGERS 

Bert Noyes 
Three teams, Barry Gottshall and John DeBoer, Bert 
Noyes and Jim Hollingsworth, and Debbi Russell and 
Jeff Poznick, ended the regular horseshoe season tied 
for first place with records of 17 wins and 9 losses. 
Barry Gottshall led the league in Ringers, 117, and 
John O’Neil earned accolades as this year’s Most Im-
proved Player. More than 40 Tangerine Woods resi-
dents participated in Doubles league play and eleven of 
the sixteen teams finished with .500 or better records. 
Special thanks to Sheri Welch and Lynn Klein who 
designed and produced “TW RINGERS” game shirts 
for our players and to Kevin Parker, who formatted, 
updated and distributed individual player stats and 
game results every week. George Ruiz voluntarily 
maintained the horseshoe pits and grounds and set up 
the scoreboard and equipment each Monday, and Dick 
Easley served as our co-organizer, mentor, advisor, 
equipment manager, and motivating spirit. Barry Gott-
shall organized schedules, carried out work projects, 
produced weekly score sheets, kept track of scoring, 
encouraged players, and generally had a hand in every-
thing. A heartfelt “Thank you” to each of you. 
The team of Sheri Welch and Ken Mushall won the 
morning playoffs and Barry Gottshall and Arn Tim-
merman were the champions of the afternoon games. 
Congratulations to both teams! John O’Neil is the new 
chair for TW Horseshoes with Barry Gottshall 
and Kevin Parker capably assisting him. Dick Easley 
and Bert Noyes round out the Horseshoe Committee. 
If you would like information about joining Horse-
shoes or have any other questions or concerns, please 
call John, Barry, or Kevin. 
A warm thank you to all players who participated in 
TW Horseshoes in any way in 2023. You made the 
games competitive and enjoyable, and your 
camaraderie and friendship were (and ARE) outstand-
ing. No group had more fun than we did. We look for-
ward to seeing you all again when we begin the 
2024 Season in January. 
Kevin Parker has posted Signup Sheets for the 2024 
season on the Game Room bulletin board in the Club-
house and on the bulletin board in the outside game 
room near the Bocce and Shuffleboard courts. 

(John, Barry, Kevin, Dick, and Bert) 

 

TW ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TO THOUGHTFUL YOU-ALL.... 
FROM THANKFUL ME 

Thank you all for the thoughts, prayers & cards for Brownie 
when he was in the hospital. Thank you for the gifts and cards 
of condolences and sympathy after his passing. 
I received so many cards and I keep reading them over and 
over. He was loved so much and he loved all his friends in TW. 
He will surely be missed.  
I can't forget all the people who sent food to feed me and all my 
company for four days. Everything was great. Thank You Liz 
and Linda for organizing the 'food train.' 
Thanks to Don and LeeAnn and her team for making his Me-
morial run smoothly. Don for putting the video on the TV and 
LeeAnn and team for setting the tables and making sure every-
one was fed. I won't forget to thank you all for the wonderful 
desserts. 
Thank you also, for all the kind words and stories. I loved the 
beautiful flowers that were sent to the church then brought to 
the clubhouse. I am still enjoying them here at home. Thanks to 
four good friends.  

Your kindness and caring mean so much to me. 
Love, 

Mary Brown 

ANNUAL FLEA MARKET 
SAVE THE DATE! 

The Annual TWERC Flea Market will be held 
on February 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 2024.  For our new TW 

owners, this is a wonderful opportunity to volun-
teer and enjoy a fun-filled weekend!  February 
2

nd
 is open to all the TW residents to buy and 

sell their treasures that will be set up in and 
around the clubhouse. February 3

rd
 will be open 

to the public.   
We will have more information regarding table 
rentals for those residents who would like to sell 
their own treasures. 
 We cannot use the following items: couches, 
large exercise equipment, old stereo compo-
nents, Christmas items, broken items, old lug-
gage, non-working lamps, empty picture frames, 
old sunglasses, and clothes. 
What we are looking for is gently used furniture, 
good working gardening supplies and tools, 
household treasures, jewelry, craft supplies, 
good lamps, baskets, books, and ANYTHING 
BEACHY! Florida-themed/ Beachy items are 
super popular and can be priced slightly higher. 
This is our largest Tangerine Woods Community 
Fundraiser.  Please come and join the fun!  
We will have updates at Saturday morning cof-
fee or please feel free to contact us with any 
questions! 

Tom and Sheri Welch 
518-361-6687 
518-791-1122 
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DANGERS OF FEEDING  
YOUR CAT OR DOG KIBBLE 

Carolyn Chambers Clark 
Cats and dogs are meat-eaters. Their natural diet needs to 
be high in protein and moisture, not carbohydrates, but 
dry kibble for cats and dogs is loaded with starchy vegeta-
bles or grains which are very cheap. These carb-rich filler 
foods can cause obesity, high blood sugar, pancreatic 
stress, urinary crystals, plaque, dehydration, urinary 
stones, bladder infections, constipation, kidney disease, 
tartar on the teeth and even cancer. 
Pet nutritionists advise against using a bag of kibble (for 
cats and dogs) for more than 2 weeks because the kibble 
turns rancid. And if you store the bag in a warm, humid 
place, rancidity is accelerated. Studies show when kibble 
is stored in warehouses and retail stores for long-term 
storage, this problem is only worsened. If you buy kibble 
for your dog or cat in big bulky bags and food is exposed 
to oxygen and/or heat for a long time, mold is promoted. 
This applies to most kitchen areas and is worse if you 
store the bag in plastic food containers. Why? The long-
term consumption of mycotoxins (waste products of 
mold) is said to be a potential cause of cancer and other 
health problems in both humans and animals! 
Kibble also forces your pet’s body to extract moisture 
from vital organs to digest food. And dogs and cats that 
eat dry kibble diets are dehydrated, which can be the 
cause of many serious health issues like urinary crystals 
and stones, bladder infections, constipation, and kidney 
diseases. 
The idea that kibble cleans teeth is false. In fact, cats and 
dogs eating dry crunchy kibble promotes tartar, builds up 
plaque and decays teeth. Our pets do not produce the 
same digestive enzymes as we do for breaking down 
starch in their mouths. As a result, tartar accumulates, 
plaque builds up and other potential oral health problems 
arise over time. Dry, heavily processed pet food is far 
from fresh food. If your pets are to thrive, they need the 
live enzymes, phytochemicals and antioxidants from fresh 
foods. Also, the unadulterated amino acids, balanced fats, 
vitamins and minerals can only be provided by fresh 
food. Proper moisture levels, variety and appropriate 
storage techniques - these are all important to ensure 
your cats and dogs are consuming food  that’s going to 
nourish their health. The healthiest diet includes raw or-
gan meats, and a few pieces of vegetables and fresh fruit. 
I feed my dog chicken hearts, or chicken or beef liver 
that's cooked for a minute or two to destroy bacteria, or 
salmon and tiny pieces of  broccoli heads, green peas, and 
6-8 blueberries cut into tiny pieces. 
 
 

 I also add tiny slices of homemade sauerkraut and pump-
kin and a dash of the following spices: turmeric (vs. can-
cer), black pepper (to aid in the digestion of turmeric), 
ginger (for digestion), a shake of ground cloves and 1/4 
tsp of grated carrots to destroy heart worms in dogs, and 
ground brown egg shells from hard boiled eggs that I put 
in a coffee grinder to provide many minerals and then put 
into a shaker to shake over her food. I mix this altogether, 
pour into two custard cups to make about 1 cup for her 
daily food. She's only 15 pounds. For a larger dog, equal 
the amount of kibble you have been using. I also pour in 
the coconut oil I used to cook the organ meats in. I stir it 
all together and give her one of the cups; the second one 
is for her other meal later in the day. 
 

Winds of Change 
Ed Tarney 

 
A tropical depression named Ian 
Brought a helluva storm into bein’ 
As onshore did he drift, he 
Hit a hundred and fifty 
And left all this damage we’re seein’ 
 
But as soon as they got around to it 
The neighbors got out, said Let’s do it 
There’s work to be done 
And it won’t be much fun 
But we’re staying right here, so screw it! 
 
Seems like everyone here volunteered 
But when we got the aluminum cleared 
We looked all around 
And they weren’t to be found - 
The contractors all disappeared! 
 
Well they finally came out of hiding 
Soon came roofing, and carports, and siding 
Still blue tarps overhead 
No lanai or a shed 
But on to the future we’re striding 
 
The process no doubt will be long 
But hey, we’re TW strong 
In the quiet, at night 
If you listen just right 
You can still hear that Neil Diamond song! 
 
 
 

         T W  
             WRITER’S PAGE 
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COUNTS 

 
YOUR AD COULD 

BE HERE!  
Contact  

Ad. Mgr.-Butch 
McGuerty- 

mcbutchmora-
via@yahoo.com 
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1177 S Mc Call Rd       Englewood, FL 34223  
        
    941-474-3271                  800-548-5017 
 
 
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network® Member 
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser  

 

 
WIND DANCER 

 
WE REMODEL OR REPAIR  

ANYTHING UNDER THE ROOF 
OF YOUR MANUFACTURED 

HOME 
941-286-8799 

 
Licensed and Insured    

Free Estimates 

 

     HOUSE CLEANING 

                  by 

                JANET  
             317-752-6381 
          
              zhoffmanj@gmail.com 

                                                        
 

    A CLEAN HOUSE IS A HAPPY  

                        HOUSE 

mailto:zhoffmanj@gmail.com

